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Public  Health  Department, 
Public  Hall, 
Horwich. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horwich  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  consider- 
ation the  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Horwich  for  the  year  1959  together  with 
certain  relevant  statistics. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  mid  year  estimate  the 
population  of  the  district  remained  as  last  year. 

During  the  year  there  were  231  live  births,  a decrease  of 
26  compared  with  last  year,  and  there  were  4 still-births.  The 
Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  14.6  and  the  Still-Birth  Rate  17. 

Of  the  231  live  births  9 died  during  their  first  year,  giving 
an  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  39.  Seven  of  these  deaths  occurred 
within  the  first  week  of  life  and  were  mainly  due  to  either 
prematurity  or  a congenital  abnormality. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  once  again  that  no  mother 
died  as  a result  of  child  birth  during  the  year. 

The  adjusted  Death  Rate  for  1959  is  13.0  as  compared  with 
13.2  in  1958. 

As  in  previous  years  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  have  been  kept  under  close  supervision,  particular 
attention  being  given  to  housing  and  sanitation,  water  and  food 
supplies. 

One  milestone  was  passed  during  this  year  - all  waste  water 
closets  were  finally  converted  to  fresh  water  closets.  There  now 
only  remain  pail  closets  in  isolated  homesteads  on  the  hillside. 
This  achievement  reflects  great  credit  to  the  vision  and  apprecia- 
tion of  public  health  values  by  many  successive  Health  Com- 
mittees. 

Similarly,  the  Council  has  applied  itself  most  keenly  in 
ensuring  an  adequate,  safe  and  wholesome  water  supply.  The 


recent  extensive  improvements  and  extensions  to  the  filter  house 
have  greatly  relieved  anxiety,  in  times  of  stress,  on  the  supplies. 
In  these  circumstances,  it  was  a great  disappointment  to  meet 
something  less  than  enthusiasm  for  the  attainment  of  a clean, 
smoke  free  atmosphere  over  the  town..  Granted  that  industry 
is  responsible  for  its  share,  which  will  be  progressively  reduced, 
but  nevertheless  the  domestic  chimney,  so  much  nearer  to  ground 
level  is  probably  the  greater  culprit.  Whilst  the  Council  take 
the  view  that  Horwich  is  not  a ‘black’  area  as  defined  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  smoke  control  purposes,  there  is,  never- 
theless, a strong  case  for  providing  the  citizens  of  the  town  with 
a purer  air  to  breathe.  This  will  inevitably  be  a long  term 
project  - certainly  10-20  years  - and  in  my  opinion  the  sooner 
a start  is  made,  the  better  for  the  future. 

The  incidence  of  notified  infectious  disease  calls  for  no 
comment. 

The  personal  health  services  listed  m Section  B of  this  report 
have  again  been  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
through  its  Divisional  Health  Administration  Scheme.  For  full 
details  of  these  services  I would  invite  your  attention  to  my 
report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

In  conclusion  I am  most  grateful  once  again  to  you  Sir 
and  all  members  of  the  Committee  for  your  continued  interest 
and  encouragement,  and  to  the  Chief  Officials  and  their  staffs 
for  the  ready  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

Yours  sincerely. 


E.  TAYLOR, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 3,254. 

Population  - Census  1951  15,552. 

Population  - 1959*  15,840 

(♦Registrar  General’s  Mid-Year  Estimates  - 1959) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959). 

according  to  Rate  Books,  5661 

Rateable  Value  £141,236 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £491 

Social  Conditions. — No  material  change. 

Vital  Statistics.— 


(Rates  calculated  on  a population  basis  of  15,840). 


BIRTHS 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate  

114 

Ill 

225 

Illegitimate  ...  . 

2 

4 

6 

Total  116 

115 

231 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  LOGO) 

. 14.6 

Illegitimate  live 

births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births  2.6 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  ...  ., 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  1 

3 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  live  and 

still  births) 

17 

Total  Births: 

235.  Males  117. 

Females  118. 

DEATHS 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year)  Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 9 


Total  6 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  39 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  40 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nih 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  34.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  live  births  ...  30.3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  46.8 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  nil. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  

110 

75 

185 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

11.7 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

13.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

22 

13 

35 

Rate  per  1,000 

2.2 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

(all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  

3 

— 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  0.19 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths. 


Cause  of 

Death 

under 

M 

1 dav 

F 

1-7  < 
M 

lays 

F 

1-4  \A 
M 

/eeks 

F 

1-6  n 
M 

lonths 

F 

6-12  n 
M 

lonths 

F 

— 

Prematurity 

Atelectasis 

Cerebral 

haemorrhage 

Hydrocephalus 

Post-operative 

shock 

Meningocele 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

JL 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

O 

o 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

The  following  is  a statement  showing  comparative  statistics  in  respect  of  years  1954-1959 


7 


0) 


re 

4—> 

re 
G I 

6 1 
03  I 

£ 


CD 

4-< 

rf 

cd 


c/d 

0) 


1-4  O 

&§.5.£i 


co 

CO 


O 

*+H  t/1 

°£  !3 
6 

ZQ  he 

<L> 


■00 


LO 

05 


CO 

CO 


00 


o 

<01 


lo 


CM 


_ c/3 

o ojj: 

*-»  ai  O >4-1 

rf  r,  O • r 3-4 


CD 


bs 


05 

CO 


03 

"4-1  c/3  03 

O rG  1-4 

4-4  O) 

6^2 

£ Q ‘he 

03 


05 


-4 

re  .t! 
G 5G 

'-4  OJ 

03  -4-> 

4-4 

Cfi  O 

4-4  tr-l 

<5 


C/3 

ftSo- 


-G 

«44  W JJ 

O -3d  >-4 

4-4  03 

S.i 

zc  g> 

1-4 


CO 

CO 

CM 


CM 


CM 

CM 


lO 

CM 


o 

CM 


CO  05 


lo 


LO 


c c c c 


CM 


cb 

CM 


I/D 

rG 

1-4 

fQ 


-t— ’ 

co 


« S.O  o 

^r-f  P-, 


l-§  d 

G S O 


co  I- 
1*0  ^ 


05 

CM 


hG 

03 

6 « 

he 

03 


^ CO  co 


CO 


o 

cm 


C/3 

03 

C/3 

G 

Cti 

u 


C/D 

-G 

4-> 

re 

CD 

Q 


S,  v-  § d 

03  >e!  o 

Oh 


re 

cd 


a 


05 


io 


■CO 


CO 

CM 


CM 

CM 


* 


o 

Z 


red 

03 

V— l 
03 

4-4 

C/D 

"he 

03 


LO 

GO 


05 

CO 


CO 

f— H 

CM 


t- 

CM 


(Cl 

05 


05 


05 

CM 


G 

03 


8 

a-5  pu 


03  . 

re  -o  o 


CO 

8h 

r—C 

* 


CM 

co 


CO 

CO 


CM 


OC 

CM 


05 

CM 


CO 


No. 

registered 

231 

i — i 

co 

CM 

f— 1 

CM 

225 

204 

Z2 

CM 

C/3 

D4 

kO  4O 

Vh 

05 

CO 

l — 

CO 

LO1? 

• "CtH 

2 lo 

££<05 

t>  r-H 
< 

CTj 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

LO 

CD 

r* 

05 

05 

05 

05 

(05 

05 

r-H 

r-H 

H 

r-H 

i — 1 

* * 


Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  TOO)  — 14'6  per  1000 
Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  I'll)  = 13'0  per  1000 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
various  diseases  during  the  year  1959: 

Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 

AH  causes  110  75 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  0 0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 0 0 

Scarlet  Fever  0 0 

Whooping  Cough 0 0 

Diphtheria  0 0 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  3 0 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  0 0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  0 0 

Influenza  2i  1 

Measles  0 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  0 0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 0 0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesophagus  (M)  Uterus  (F)  0 0 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  8 2 

Cancer  of  Breast  0 4 

Cancer  of  Lungs  ...  5 0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 9 7 

Diabetes  1 3 

Leukaemia  ...  1 0 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

nervous  system  13  13 

Heart  Diseases  38  29 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System2  0 

Bronchitis 7 2 

Pneumonia  5 3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  0 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 0 

Appendicitis  0 0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 1 0 

Puerperal  and  Post- Abortive  Sepsis  0 0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 0 0 

Premature  Birth  0 0 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Inj  uries.  Infant  Diseases  ...  2 1 

Suicide  1 0 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  3 4 

Other  Accidents  3 0 

All  other  causes  5 5 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


Ambulance  Service.  Farnworth  114. 

Care  of  Children  - Children  Act  1948. 

Children’s  Committee,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Area  No.  4. 

Area  Children’s  Officer  - Mr.  W.  J.  Payne, 

14,  Victoria  Buildings,  Wigan.  Tel.  Wigan  3367. 

Clinics. 

1.  Ante-natal. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Tuesday  p.m. 

2.  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis 
Immunisation. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

By  appointment. 

3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday  p.m. 

4.  Ophthalmic. 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

By  appointment. 

5.  Orthopaedic. 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

1st  Wednesday  each  month. 

6.  Post-natal. 

Welfare  Centre,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Tuesday  p.m. 

7.  School  Health  and  Minor  Ailment. 

School  Health  Clinic,  Jones  Street,  Horwich. 

Monday  p.m.  and  Thursday  a.m. 

8.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Chest  Clinic. 

Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

9.  Venereal  Diseases. 

(i)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

Males  and  Females  - Monday,  Wednesday  and 

Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m. 
2-0  p.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 
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(ii)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 
Males  - Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  7-0  p.m. 
Females  - Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

4-30  p.m.  to  7-0  p.m. 


Convalescence. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancs.  C.C. 

Apply  to  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 

Convalescent  Treatment. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Health  Visiting  Service. 

Health  Visitors /School  Nurses  are  employed  in  the 
district  by  Lancs.  C.C. 

Home  Help  Service. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancs.  C.C. 

Apply  to  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

District  Nurses  are  employed  in  the  district  by  Lancs. 
C.C. 

Hospitals. 

Bolton  Royal  Infirmary;  Townleys  Hospital,  Famworth; 
Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan;  and  other 
hospitals  situated  in  the  region  of  the  Hospital  Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Regional  Hospital  Laboratories  at  Bolton  and  Wigan 
Infirmaries. 

Maternity  Homes. 

“Haslam,”  “Havercroft,”  and  “Heaton  Grange”  Maternity 
Homes,  Bolton. 

Midwifery  Service. 

Two  full-time  domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the 
Lancs.  C.C.  practice  in  the  district. 

Nursing  Homes. 

Newlands  Nursing  Home,  Bolton. 

Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children. 

Provision  for  their  care  is  made  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 
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Council  for  Moral  Welfare  Work. 

Moral  Welfare  Worker  for  the  area:- 
Mrs.  I.  Wilson, 

Gaskell  House, 

9a,  Churchgate, 

Bolton.  Tel.  Bolton  1524. 

Welfare  Services. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  Lancs.  C.C. 

Apply  to  Divisional  Health  Office,  Leigh  Road,  Leigh. 
Residential  accommodation  at  Atherleigh  Grange  (and 
Hourigan  House. 

X-ray  Facilities. 

Available  at  Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Wigan 
Infirmary.  Special  facilities  for  chest  X-ray  at  the 
Hospital  Board’s  Dispensaries  and  Chest  Clinics. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — Apart  from  approximately  30  houses 
situated  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  all  of  the  dwelling 
houses  in  the  town  are  provided  with  water  from  public  mains. 

There  were  47  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  for  chemical  analysis.  The  following  table 
shows  the  types  of  examination  and  the  results 

Bacteriological  examinations  from  public  supply. 

No.  taken  No.  Satisfactory.  No.  Unsatisfactory. 

35  32  3 

Bacteriological  examinations  from  private  supply. 

No.  taken  No.  Satisfactory.  No.  Unsatisfactory. 

11  7 4 

Chemical  analysis  - public  supply. 

1 sample  was  forwarded  for  chemical  analysis  and  this 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  3 unsatisfactory  samples  from  the  public  supply  were 
from  sources  which  on  resampling  proved  satisfactory.  The  4 
unsatisfactory  samples  from  private  supplies  were  from  one  well 
which  after  cleansing  was  proved  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Only  extensions  to  new  properties 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 
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With  the  conversion  of  the  12  waste  water  closets  remaining 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  are  now  no  waste  water  closets 
in  use  and  the  town  has  achieved  its  objective  by  having  converted 
all  of  this  type  of  closet. 

During  the  year  one  pail  closet  was  converted  to  a fresh 
water  closet  and  there  now  remain  29  pail  closets  situated  on  the 
hillside  beyond  the  existing  sewers. 

Public  Cleansing. — There  are  approximately  6571  dustbins 
and  29  pails  require  to  be  emptied  by  three  collecting  vehicles. 
The  contents  are  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  Red 
Moss  Tip.  Apart  from  minor  set  backs  and  at  times  of  public 
holidays  a regular  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained. 

The  cost  of  this  service  increased  during  the  year  under 
review  due  mainly  to  increase  in  wages  but  also  due  to  the 
reduction  in  value  of  salvage  and  in  consequence  of  the  excep- 
tionally dry  smmer  it  was  necessary  to  use  additional  mechanical 
equipment  to  cover  the  tipping  on  the  Red  Moss  so  as  to  prevent 
fire. 


The  approximate  overall  cost  was  £12,739  compared  with 
£11,891  in  the  previous  year.  This  increased  the  cost  per  ton 
of  refuse  disposed  of  from  £1  18s..  Od.  to  £2  2s.  Od.  or  approxi- 
mately to  8d.  per  bin  emptied  compared  with  7d.  last  year. 

Salvage. — During  the  year  63  tons  of  waste  paper  were 
collected  and  sold.  The  sale  amounted  to  approximately  £376, 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. — The  following  is  a classified 
statement  of  the  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections: - 

Housing  defects  and  nuisances  2396 


Improvement  Grants  ...  150 

Moveable  Dwellings 3 

Ice  Cream  Premises 75 

Food  Preparing  Premises  46 

Cafes ...  10 

Bakehouses  18 

Fish  Frying  21 

Meat  Inspection  194 

Food  Shops ...  518 

Food  Vehicles 33 

Factories  Act  44 

Infectious  Diseases  47 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  32 

Conversion  of  waste  water  closets  to  fresh 

water  closets  ...  64 
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Drainage  

Water  Supplies  ...  

Shops  Act ... 

Schools  

Smoke  Abatement  ...  

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  

Market  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Visits 


753 

46 

144 

14 

58 

1385 

143 

164 


As  a result  of  these  inspections  a total  of  824  defects  or 
nuisances  were  discovered  during  the  year  and  1151  were  abated. 
The  latter  figure  includes  a number  abated  which  were  discovered 
in  the  previous  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied: 


Damp  walls  remedied 

House  roofs  repaired 

Repairs  to  windows  and  doors 

Defective  spouting  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired  

New  water  closets  provided  and  water  closets  repaired  ... 

New  dust  bins  provided ...  ... 

House  walls  re-plastered 

House  floors  repaired 

Repairs  to  drains 

Yards  repaired 

General  repairs  and  nuisances 


101 

29 
51 
25 

30 
400 
115 

20 

250 

6 

124 


Factories  Act,  1937. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  128  (3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  required  to  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of 
matters  under  Parts  1 and  8 of  this  Act,  which  are  administered 
by  the  District  Council. 
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PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

-A. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

56 

43 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers’ premises)  ... 

14 

16 

— 

Total 

71 

60 

— 

■ 

Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

Overcrowding  (S.2J  ... 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

( b ) Unsuitableor defective... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

4 

Total 

6 

3 

— 

4 

— 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

OUTWORK. — There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

Shops  and  Offices.  Shops  were  inspected  under  the  Shops 
Act  and  minor  infringements  were  remedied.  144  inspections 
were  carried  out  for  this  purpose. 

Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  residential  caravans  sited  in 
the  district;  the  only  sites  being  in  the  Heather  Hall  district 
mainly  consisting  of  chalets  used  at  weekends.  These  sites,  two 
in  number,  have  been  in  existence  for  many  years  and  have  not 
been  subject  to  Town  Planning  approval. 

Smoke  Abatement.- — During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
Council  formed  a Sub-Committee  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
establishing  smoke  control  areas  in  the  town.  A comprehensive 
scheme  was  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Sub-Committee 
whereby  it  was  proposed  that  over  the  ensuing  five  year  period, 
six  areas  of  the  town  be  declared  Smoke  Control  Areas  covering 
some  1,500  buildings  and  that  the  whole  of  the  town  be  brought 
under  control  within  a fifteen  year  period.  The  Sub-Committee 
agreed  these  proposals  and  recommended  their  acceptance.  At 
a subsequent  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee,  however,  it  was 
decided  to  defer  action  on  this  matter  and  to  inform  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  Horwich  is  not  a “black”  area  for  smoke  control 
purposes. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in  the 
district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — None  registered. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — None  Registered. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  public  or  privately 
owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 

Disinfestation. — This  service  has  been  mainly  aimed  at 
premises  infested  with  cockroaches  there  having  been  no  premises 
discovered  during  the  year  infested  with  bed  bugs  and  very  few 
flea  infestations.  Many  of  the  houses  disinfested  for  the  latter 
have  been  suspect  rather  than  positive. 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  spraying  with  an  insecticide 
having  for  bugs  and  fleas  a D.D.T.  residual  and  for  cockroaches 
and  similar  insects  a pybuthrin  base.  This  latter  has  been  found 
to  be  more  effective  against  this  type  of  insect  than  has  D.D.T. 
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Schools. — The  standard  of  washing  and  drinking  facilities  in 
the  local  schools  has  been  maintained  and  several  improvements 
to  playgrounds  have  been  carried  out.  The  main  requirement 
is  still  a more  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  preparation  and 
taking  of  school  meals  where  in  most  cases  the  children’s 
cloakroom  remains  as  the  preparing  room. 

Rag,  Flock,  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. — No  pre- 
mises have  been  registered  under  the  Act. 

Rodent  Control. — All  complaints  have  been  investigated  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  and  in  many  instances  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in 
treating  surface  infestations 


No. 

Total 

No.  of 

inspected. 

Inspections. 

Treatments. 

Local  authority  property 

12 

159 

8 

Dwelling  houses 

395 

1178 

74 

Business  premises 

304 

917 

3 

Agricultural  premises 

22 

24 

— 

733 

2278 

85 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  town’s  sewers  have  been  treated 
twice  during  the  year,  and  the  Red  Moss  Tip  has  been  regularly 
treated. 
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SECTION  D, 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 


Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  distributors  registered  by  this 
authority  is  as  follows:- 

Operating  from  dairies  within  the  district  4 

Operating  from  shops  in  the  district ...  37 

Operating  from  premises  outside  the  district  ...  6 

The  number  of  licences  granted  by  this  authority  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  is  as  follows 


“Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  ...  7 

“Pasteurised”  Milk 12 

“Sterilised”  Milk  31 


Throughout  the  year  samples  have  been  taken  of  all  milk 
purveyed  in  the  district  and  the  following  table  shows  the  results 


Type  of  Milk. 
Raw 

Heat  Treated 
Heat  Treated 
Heat  Treated 


Test.  No.  of  Samples.  Result. 


Tuberculosis  38 

Turbidity  3 

Methylene  Blue  2 

Phosphotase  2 


All  negative 
All  satisfactory 
All  satisfactory 
All  satisfactory 


Ice  Cream.. — There  are  2 persons  registered  for  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  55  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board 
and  General  Powers)  Act,  1939. 


These  premises  have  been  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  During  the  year  12  samples  were  taken 
and  3 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  premises  were 
checked  and  further  samples  taken  in  each  case. 


Food  Hygiene. — The  total  number  of  inspections  during  the 
year  was  1004  which  included  33  inspections  of  vehicles  carrying 
food.  Generally  conditions  were  found  to  be  good  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  it  being  sufficient 
to  draw  attention  to  any  contravention  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  to  follow  that  up  with  further  visits. 


18 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  premises,  by  type 
selling  food  in  the  district  together  with  those  registered  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act:- 


(a)  Number  of  food  shops. 


Type  of  business.  No. 

General  grocers 64 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet 

fish,  poultry,  etc.) 14 

Fishmongers  1 

Meat  shops ...  20 

Bakers  and  confectioners  19 

Fried  fish  shops 15 

Sweet  shops  (including  ice  cream  and  minerals)  26 

Licensed  premises  and  clubs 30 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  snack  bars  15 

Factory  canteens 6 


(b)  Food  premises  registered  (excluding  dairies). 


Type  of  business 

No.  registered 

No.  of  inspections 

Fish,  fruit  and  vegetables 

4 i 

Ice  Cream 

57 

Preserved  meats 

19  [ 

144 

Preserved  fish 

15  ' 
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Food  Poisoning. — There  were  13  cases  notified  during  the 
year.  The  cases  were  investigated  and  specimens  taken.  As  a 
result  of  these  investgiations  it  was  discovered  that  in  3 cases  the 
causation  agent  was  S.  Typhimurium  and  in  4 cases  Sh.  Sonnei. 
The  remaining  6 cases  proved  to  be  negative. 

Food  Condemned. — The  following  tinned  meat  and  other  foods 
were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption 


Tinned  Soup 12  lbs. 

Tinned  Cooked  Ham  399  lbs. 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Jam ..  12  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  ...  21  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit 1332  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  ...149  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  136  pints 

Tinned  Vegetables  122  lbs. 

Tinned  Cream  16  lbs. 

Cereals  ...  16  lbs. 

Liquid  Egg  12  lbs. 


The  forementioned  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping. 

Shell  Fish. — There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  the 
district. 

Markets. — There  is  one  covered  Market  which  is  open  each 
Friday. 

Slaughter  of  Animals. — The  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  one  private  slaughterhouse  remained  approximately  the 
same  as  in  previous  years.  The  percentage  of  cows  killed  again 
■increased  from  88.1%  of  all  bovines  killed  in  1958  to  90.5%  in 
1959. 

In  consequence  of  this  once  again  the  incidence  of  tubercu- 
losis was  slightly  higher  being  19.6%  as  against  18.7%  in  1958. 

All  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  all  meat 
condemned  was  coloured  green  and  disposed  of  by  the  trader  to 
an  authorised  dealer  for  processing. 

Whilst  slaughtering  takes  place  regularly  throughout  the 
week  it  is  mainly  concentrated  at  weekends,  particularly  on 
Sundays. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
inspected  together  with  details  of  the  diseases  found 


Table  1 — Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part. 


i Cattle 
excluding 
, cows 

Cows 

Calves 

| 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

39 

400 

3 

312 

6 

nil 

No.  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tub- 
erculosis & Cysticerci 

39 

400 

3 

312 

6 

nil 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

15 

ISO 

24 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tubercul- 
osis and  Cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 

384 

45 

— 

77 

— 

— 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

80 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

128 

20 

_ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

2 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  bv 

J 

refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

- 

Table  2 — Organs  and  carcases  rejected  and  destroyed  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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Total  condemned  2329  lbs 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING. 

As  envisaged  in  last  year’s  report  the  rate  of  dealing  with 
unfit  hoses  was  increased  during  1959  and  during  the  year  the 
Council  declared  two  areas  to  be  Clearance  Areas.  These  were 
Julia  Street/Short  Street  consisting  of  22  houses  and  Brindley 
Street/Smeaton  Street  consisting  of  24  houses.  In  addition  8 
houses  were  represented  as  individual  units  making  a total  of 
54  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  as  against  12  in  the  previous 
year. 

For  this  purpose  the  Council  has  in  progress  the  building 
of  34  flats  and  2 houses  it  being  the  continued  policy  to  persuade 
the  tenants  of  under  occupied  Council  houses  to  transfer  into 
flats  thus  leaving  a dwelling  suitable  for  the  rehousing  of  a 
family. 

Since  the  present  slum  clearance  programme  commenced  a 
total  of  119  houses  originally  included  on  the  list  as  being  unfit 
have  been  dealt  with  by  the  owners  bringing  them  up  to  a fit 
standard  after  consultation  with  the  Department,  or  by  the 
Council  including  them  in  clearance  areas  or  considering  them 
as  individual  units., 

With  the  emphasis  remaining  on  slum  clearance  the  housing 
list  has  not  received  full  attention  only  a small  proportion  of 
vacant  dwellings  being  let  to  ordinary  applicants  on  the  waiting 
list.  Even  so  the  numbers  of  needy  applicants,  i.e.  those  without 
houses  or  overcrowded  in  their  present  accommodation,  has  been 
reduced  there  being  93  applicants  living  in  rooms  and  72  over- 
crowded as  at  the  end  of  1959.  This  compared  with  135  and 
73  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  respect  of  disrepair 
of  houses  has  again  been  low  as  compared  with  the  years  prior 
to  1958., 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Improvements  Grants  scheme  under  the  Housing  (Financial 
Provisions)  Act  1958  and  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act 
1959.  During  the  year  150  visits  were  carried  out  for  this 
purpose  resulting  in  the  Council  agreeing  to  the  making  of 
grants  to  13  owners.  Unfortunately,  with  the  exception  of  the 
owner  of  an  odd  tenanted  house,  these  grants  are  being  used 
only  by  owner  occupiers.  It  would  make  a vast  difference  to  the 
standard  of  tenanted  houses  throughout  the  town  if  owners  of 
large  blocks  of  property  could  be  persuaded  to  use  the  scheme 
in  order  to  modernise  their  houses. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Encephalitis. — No  case  was  reported. 

Eryspielas. — There  were  4 cases. 

Malaria. — No  case  reported. 

Measles, — 337  cases  were  reported  as  against  3 in  the 
previous  year.  The  disease  was  mild. 

Meningococal  Infection'. — No  case  reported. 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  No  case  reported. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  13  cases  reported. 

Poliomyelitis. — No  case  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 20  cases  were  reported  as  against  7 in  the 
previous  year.  There  were  no  serious  cases. 

Smallpox  (Variola). — No  case  occurred. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  3 new  pulmonary  cases  notified 
and  there  were  3 deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year.  The 
eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis  ought  ultimately  to  ensure  a 
regular  nil  return  in  regard  to  many  forms  of  non  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Typhoid  Fever.— No  case. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  3 cases  notified,  as  against 
3 in  the  previous  year. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  During  the  Year  ig$8 


Notifiable 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Age  Periods — Years 


Acute  Pneumonia 
(prim.  & influenzal) 

Smallpox 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Infective 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Post  Infectious 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis 
Respiratory 
Meninges  and 
C.N.S. 

Other 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Other  Notifiable 
Diseases 


Diseases 

Total 
cases  all 
ages 

' 

0- 

1— 

2— 

3— 

4- 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25  and 
over 

Age  un- 
known 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

4 

12 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

— 

o 

jU 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 
Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

(excluding  rubella) 

337 

10 

27 

28 

43 

56 

164 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Meningococal 

Infection 

Ophthalmic 

Neonatorum 

— 

0 


15— 


45- 


65  and 
over 


13 


Age  un- 
known 


4 

12 


1 

8 


3 


* ' 
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